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Introduction 
Flickering is a common problem in time-lapse or stop motion footage captured using a digital still 

camera. Frame by frame variations in lighting or in exposure lead to perceptible brightness 

fluctuations, or flicker. GBDeflicker is an Adobe Plug-in for After Effects and Adobe Premiere that 

removes time-lapse flicker. 

 

There are two versions of GBDeflicker: 

 

GBDeflicker64 ï for Adobe CS5 ï Compatible with After Effects CS5 and Premiere Pro CS5 

 

GBDeflicker ï for Adobe CS4 and Premiere Elements 9 - Compatible with After Effects CS4, 

Premiere Pro CS4 and Premiere Elements 9.  

 

GBDeflicker for Adobe CS4 is also compatible with earlier versions of Adobe products, 

although we longer support these obsolete Adobe products. Earlier compatible version are:   

After Effects CS3, 7.0, 6.5 and 6.0; Premiere CS3, 2.0, 2.5 and 1.0; and Premiere Elements 8, 

7, and 4. 

 

 

Installation 
This Userôs Guide is for both the CS5 and CS4 versions of GBDeflicker. The CS5 version functions 

identically to the CS4 version, but is compatible with the 64-bit versions of Adobe Premiere and After 

Effects. 

 

The CS4 installation includes a special version that is compatible with Premiere Elements 9. 

 

File names mentioned in this guide are for the CS5 64-bit version and have the suffix ñ64ò. File names 

for the CS4 version are the same, but without the ñ64ò suffix. 

MAC Installation and Activation 

 

1) Download the GBDeflickerInstall64x_x_x.pkg.zip, unzip it and then double-click 

GBDeflickerInstall64x_x_x.pkg to run the installer. 

 

2) The installer copies GBDeflicker64 and its supporting files to the folder 

/Applications/GraniteBaySoftware64 on your hard disk. It includes two license files 

GBDTrialX.Ticket and GBDProductX.Ticket, used for the 15-day free trial and the purchased 

license respectively. 
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MAC  /Applications/GraniteBaySoftware64 

 

 
MAC   Applications/GraniteBaySoftware 

 

The CS5 installer also copies the plug-in to the proper shared location for CS5 plug-ins ï 

 /Library/Application Support/Adobe/Common/Plug-ins/Common/CS5/MediaCore  

 

The CS4 installer also copies the plug-in to the proper shared locations for CS4 and CS3 plug-ins - 

/Library/Application Support/Adobe/Common/Plug-ins/Common/CS4/MediaCore and 

/Library/Application Support/Adobe/Common/Plug-ins/Common/CS3/MediaCore 

 

For Adobe products prior to CS3 you may need to manually copy the file "GBDeflicker.plugin" to 

your Adobe After Effects (or Adobe Premiere) Plug-ins folder. The location depends on the Adobe 

product and version you are using.  
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MAC  /Library/Application Support/Adobe/Common  

 

 

MAC Premiere Elements 9 Installation 

The CS4 installer includes the script file ñGBDPremiereElements9Install.scptò. 

Find this file in Applications/GraniteBaySoftware and execute it. 

 

It will copy ñGBDeflickerPre.pluginò to the Premiere Elements 9 plug-ins folder -   

ñApplications/ Adobe Premiere Elements 9/Adobe Premiere Elements.app/Plug-ins/Commonò 

and it will copy the Effect preview ñAE.GBS Deflicker.pngò to ñApplications/ Adobe Premiere 

Elements 9/Adobe Premiere Elements.app/Plug-ins/Common/EffectPreviewsò 

 

 

 

3) The first time you use GBDeflicker, you will see a Product Activation dialog. 
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Product Activation Dialog 

If you have purchased GBDeflicker, go ahead and enter the serial number and other information and 

click Activate Now.  Otherwise, to run the free trial click on Activate Later. 

 

4) Next you will see the Trial Activation Dialog. 

 
Trial Activation Dialog  

 

5) Double-click the link to Granite Bay Software and enter the required contact information. Then 

copy the resulting activation code from your browser and paste it into the text box. The Request 

Number uniquely identifies your computer. 
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Activation on a Computer with no Internet Connection 

If your computer has no internet connection, a dialog appears explaining the manual activation process. 

Or, if your computer is attached to a proxy server that is blocking the activation process, disconnect it 

from the internet and run GBDeflicker. You will see the "Select Activation Type" dialog. 

 

 
Manual Activation Dialog 

 

The MAC URL is 

https://www.safeactivation.com/activate.php?x=21002021 

And the Windows URL is  

https://www.safeactivation.com/activate.php?x=21002022 

Deactivation 

 

If you need to install and activate GBDeflicker on a different computer, you first need to block or 

deactivate any existing product license. 

 

To block or deactivate the license on a computer, 

 

1. Start After Effects (or Premiere Pro). 

2. On a Mac press the Shift and Command keys while you select a project that uses GBDeflicker. On a 

PC do the same while pressing the Shift and Windows keys. 

3. Click OK from the Block License panel in the License Options dialog. 

4. Copy the Block Code and send it to us to confirm that the license is blocked. Then we will authorize 

activation on another computer. 

 

 

MAC Uninstall 

1) Remove the folder /Applications/GraniteBaySoftware64 

https://www.safeactivation.com/activate.php?x=21002021
https://www.safeactivation.com/activate.php?x=21002022
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2) Remove GBDeflicker.plugin from it shared location in /Library/Application 

Support/Adobe/Common/Plug-ins 

3) Remove the GBDeflicker license files (GBDTrialX.Ticket and GBDProductX.Ticket) from the 

/Users/Public/Ticket folder. This folder and files will only be present after you have run 

GBDeflicker. 
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Windows Installation and Activation 

1) Download and run GBDeflickerInstall64x_x_x.exe. 

 

2) The installer copies GBDeflicker64 and its supporting files to the folder c:/Program 

Files/Granite Bay Software/GBDeflicker64 on your hard disk. It includes two license files 

GBDWTrialX.Ticket and GBDWProductX.Ticket, used for the 15-day free trial and the 

purchased license. 

 

 
 

3) The CS5 installer also copies the plug-in to the proper shared location for CS5 plug-ins ï 

C:/Program Files/Adobe/Common/Plug-ins/Common/CS5/MediaCore. 

   

4) The CS4 installer copies the plug-in to the proper shared locations for CS4 and CS3 plug-ins ï 

C:/Program Files/Adobe/Common/Plug-ins/Common/CS4/MediaCore and C:/Program 

Files/Adobe/Common/Plug-ins/Common/CS3/MediaCore 

 

The CS4 installer also copies ñGBDeflickerPre.aexò to the Premiere Elements 9 plug-ins folder 

-   C:/Program Files/Adobe/Adobe Premiere Elements 9/Plug-ins/Common and copies the 

Effect preview ñAE.GBS Deflicker.pngò to  ñC:/Program Files/Adobe/Adobe Premiere 

Elements 9/Plug-ins/Common/EffectPreviewsò 

 

5) For Adobe products prior to CS3 you may need to manually copy the file "GBDeflicker.aex" to 

your Adobe After Effects (or Adobe Premiere) Plug-ins folder. The location depends on the 

Adobe product and version you are using.  

 

 

6) Run the GBDRegister license registration utility to activate your free trial. (See the 

GBDRegister section later in this document). 



    GBDeflicker 

Copyright © 2011 Granite Bay Software  9 

 

Windows Uninstall 

 

1) Remove the folder C: /Program Files/Granite Bay Software/GBDeflicker 

2) Remove GBDeflicker.aex from it shared location in c:/Program Files/Adobe/Common/Plug-ins 

3) Remove the GBDeflicker license files (GBDWTrialX.Ticket and GBDWProductX.Ticket) 

from the /Users/Shared/Ticket folder.  This folder and files will only be present after you have 

run GBDeflicker. 
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After Effects CS3 Required Settings 

For GBDeflicker to be effective with CS3, you must change the After Effects preferences to disable 

Multiprocessor Rendering. 

 

 
 

GBDeflicker needs the luminance history of a clip to perform its deflicker algorithm. When After 

Effects uses the Multiprocessing option, it divides the clip into sections and uses multiple instances of 

the filter simultaneously. This prevents the GBDeflicker from performing its calculations effectively 

and the results are unpredictable. 

 

GBDeflicker is not the only filter to require this setting.  It is also required by any other filter or  plug-

in that renders frames based on previous frames, such as image stabilizers. 
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GBDRegister  
GBDRegister is a utility program to help you manage your trial and product licenses. It is more 

convenient to run this utility than to manage your license from the GBDeflicker plug-in while running 

Adobe Premiere or After Effects. 

 

1) When you run GBDRegister, it checks for a valid product license. If the product license has not 

been activated, it displays an activation form. 

 

 
 

If you have purchased GBDeflicker, go ahead and enter the serial number and other information and 

click Activate Now.  Otherwise, to run the free trial click on Activate Later. 

 

2) If you donôt activate the Product license, you will see the Free Trial form. 
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Double-click the link to Granite Bay Software and enter the required contact information. Then copy 

the resulting activation code from your browser and paste it into the text box. The Request Number 

uniquely identifies your computer. 

 

3) Finally, the main GBDRegister form is displayed. 

 

 
 

Trial License ï Click this button to manage your free trial license. 

 

Product License ï Click this button to manage your product license after you have purchased a serial 

number. 

 

Ticket folder ï Shows the location of the trial and product tickets on your computer. 
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Trial License  

Before activation, the trial license dialog shows the status ñTicket not validatedò. 

 

 
 

Clicking the Activate button brings up the trial activation dialog. 

 

 
 

Double-click the link to Granite Bay Software and enter the required contact information. Then copy 

the resulting activation code from your browser and paste it into the text box. 

 
































